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he was only born in 1608, and consequently at an epoch posterior to this 
departure for exile in 1607. 

" It is rather to be presumed that this child was grandson or grand- 
nephew of the Count of Tyrone, then sixty-five years old. 

"The learned gentleman tells us that young Brian received, when he 
was confirmed, at the age of seven or eight — it is very young even to be 
a page — the Christian names of Philip Albert, as a souvenir of his pro- 
tectors. 

" This reminds us of a fact probably unknown in Ireland, which is 
that, towards the year 1635, ' Hugh Albert O'Neill, Count of Tyrone, 
married, in the Low Countries, Anne de Hennin, eldest daughter of Maxi- 
milian de Hennin, Baron of Liederkerke, Viscount of Brussels, Count of 
Bossut, &c, Knight of the Golden Fleece, who died on the 8 th December, 
1625, and of Alexandrine Franeoise de Gavre, his wife.' 

" Now, Albert Maximilian de Hennin, Count de Bossut, eldest brother 
of the said Anne de Hennin, and consequently brother-in-law of Hugh 
Albert O'Neill, was killed at the siege of Arras in 1640. He was conse- 
quently an ally and contemporary of Owen Boe O'Neill, who, as it is 
well known, distinguished himself at that siege. 

" (See ' Histoire genealogique de la Maison Boyale de France,' &c, 
par le P. Anselme, Paris, 1736, tome l er , p. 257, ligne 97. This work 
is in great repute in France.)" 

The following papers were submitted to the Meeting : — 



THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF FLORENCE MAC CARTHY. 

BY.DANIEL MAC CARTHY (OLASJ, ESQ. 

{Concluded from page 402.) 

Nicholas Browne held Her Majesty's Patent for a lease in 
perpetuity of many thousand acres of the lands of the late Earl 
of Clancar — mountains, rocks, bogs, and glens, as he himself 
described them ; castles, lakes, mines, fisheries, as they were enu- 
merated by old Sir Warham St. Leger ; the fairy shores, the match- 
less waters of Killarney spread away in landscapes of endless 
variety and beauty through the fastnesses of Desmond, and formed 
a seignory probably not inferior to the patrimonial seignory of Hog- 
gesden. All this was accurately set forth in Browne's Patent; 
and it was not easy to perceive how, consistently with honour- 
able regard to the Sign Manual, that could be set aside ! It had 
been prepared by his father's lawyers. If it contained a flaw — -if 
" any ceremonyes wanted w c h thextremity of the lawe in transmu- 
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tation ofpropertie requyrythe" — certainly the hand of Florence had 
not been in it. A flaw, glaring and fatal, it did contain ! A 
single word had been left out ; a single word too many had been 
introduced ; and, when the finger of Florence pointed to the fatal 
passage, Browne's patent became a weapon pointed against his 
own breast. " Should the Earl die without heirs" said this delu- 
sive document, tken" (and of course, by implication, not otherwise), 
" did the Queen assign the seignory to Browne for ever !" Alas for 
the reliance upon legal shrewdness ! Ten or more years had 
elapsed since this patent had contented the acute Sir Valentine, and 
his martial son ; and it occurred to neither of them that an heir was 
all this while living and moving amongst them, and that since those 
days several more young heirs had come trooping into the world 
as fast as the years came round. This very patent, it was now dis- 
covered, by insertion of the word heirs, and omission of the word 
male, itself plainly showed that, as the contingency on which the 
grant was to take effect had not occurred, no claim could be pre- 
tended for Browne ! whilst the mention of heirs at all made it 
manifest that Her Majesty's gracious intention had been, that, if 
the Earl should leave any, the conditional grant to Browne should 
be null, because the lands would be theirs. Such was the legal in- 
terpretation of what Her Maj esty's gracious meaning had been, when 
she promised those lands to Browne for ever ! Such was the piti- 
less answer to the Memorial of the poor English Gentlemen ! 

" Suspensi Euripylum scifcatum oracula Phcebi 
Mittimus, isque adytis hrec tristia dicta reportat." 

Thus was at last given that gentle caveat for which Browne 
had once plaintively solicited, " in case it were intended to give all 
to Florence, as he pretended." Had this model Undertaker pos- 
sessed only the usual enterprise and tenacity of his class, he would 
have secured his retreat into the flourishing English County from 
which his father had set out upon his pilgrimage of contradiction, 
before Donal should be back, with his short lesson of civilization 
forgotten ; but Nicholas Browne was unaccustomed to defeat ; the 
lands of Clan Donal-Boe, of Bally M'Daniel, and MalahufF were 
trophies of twenty years of successful warfare ; they had not been 
easily come by, and they were not to be easily snatched from the 
grasp that had held them so firmly and so long ! Whilst Florence 
was preparing his " Reasons," and Norreys and Robinson their re- 
port, and friendly recommendation of him to the Lord Treasurer, 
Browne and others, as the reader has seen, were in conclave, indit- 
ing that famous Memorial to the Privy Council, in which a last and 
solemn warning was put on record, gravely attested by signature 
and seal, of Florence's friendship of old with Jacques and Stanley, 
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of his ambition and great alliances, and of " the coming of himself 
and all his house out of Spain." The outcry against this last scandal 
to the feelings of the petitioners affords, at least, gratifying proof 
of the firm faith of these learned men in the antiquity and truth of 
our traditions. 

Doubless the ancestors of Florence did " come out of Spain ;" 
but it was scarcely ingenuous, whilst communicating so grave a 
circumstance, to pass over the fact that their sojourn there had been 
but a brief incident in the history of their race ; for they staid there 
but 170 years. Florence's ancestors were the descendants of Ma- 
gog the Scythian, not of Thubalthe Spaniard. It is an undeniable 
genealogical fact that Milesius was born in Spain, A. M. 2690 ; but 
JBaath was born to Magog, in Scythia, A.M. 1708; between these 
twoancestors of Florence intervenedtwenty generations, and a period 
of 980 years. Nenual, the eldest son of Feniusa Farsa, retained the 
inheritance of his father, and ruled in Scythia ; the descendants of 
his brother, Niul the Linguist, from whom Florence was 103rd in 
descent, wandered widely, backwards and forwards across the earth ; 
their steps are traceable over the plains of Shinar, into Egypt, to 
Lybia; back to Scythia, to "Golgotha the stormy;" to Cappa- 
docia ; to Galatia, where they abode 300 years ; thence to Spain ; 
again to Scythia, thence to Egypt, and finally, once more to Spain. 
Such was the paternal ancestry of Florence, and such their mi- 
grations ! Furthermore, it was well known that in the female 
line Florence was descended from Pharaoh Cingris, whose daughter 
Scota was the wife of Niul the Linguist. Had these archaeological 
gentlemen more carefully read the hieroglyphic inscription upon the 
obelisk erected at Zan or Goshen by Florence's maternal ancestor, 
they might have better informed themselves of the prosapia of their 
great adversary, and have discovered in him, to the great further- 
ance of their petition, even more dangerous hereditary tendencies 
than their Memorial proclaimed ; for Niul was the intimate friend 
of the leaders of the great revolutionary movement which resulted 
in the drowning of his father-in-law, with all his army, in the waters 
of the Red Sea. It was to ponder well upon the perils of these facts 
to the English nation, and upon the necessity of distributing Flo- 
rence's property amongst Springe, Browne, and the rest, to avert them, 
that the poor English Gentlemen solicited a meeting of the Privy 
Council in the fortieth year of Queen Elizabeth ! A less venerable 
signature than that of the Bishop of Ardfert (although the prelate is 
presumably the person whom Sir Robert Cecyll calls " Sir Walter 
Rawleig's last silly priest") would have better served the purpose 
of these poor English Gentlemen. Unfortunately for them, Robin- 
son, Wilbraham, and Norreys were names more in repute with the 
Privy Council ; and the document which they attested was not in 
accord with the logic of the Memorial. 
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" Reasons that Florence Mac Carthy alleged to prove that the Earl 
of Clanc ar's Lands ought to descend to Ellen his Wife, and to his Heirs. 

" Donell Mao Carthy Mor Earle of Clancar sonne to Donell Mao Cor- 
mac Leirie was by the old Lord Roche, called David Roche, taken pri- 
soner, and Sir Henry Sidney, then Deputie, mistrusting the rebellious 
intentions of Gerald the last Earle of Desmond, sent the aforesaid Donell 
Mac Carthy Mor into England, to the intent that by Her Majesties good 
usage of him he might be made an instrument against the said Desmond. 
The Queene of her bountie both bestowed money upon him to defray his 
charges, and made him Earle of Clancar. And in the patent of his Earl- 
dom did grant unto him both the said title and all his lands, to him 
and to the heirs males lawfully begotten ; whose son and heir [Teige] 
the Baron of Valentia being dead, he went again to England, as well to 
recover some of his lands that the English undertakers of Munster chal- 
lenged, as to get his lands to be confirmed by Her Majestie unto his 
daughter, who at that time by his consent was to be married to Florence 
Mac Carthy, for the performance whereof bonds of £6000 did passe be- 
twixt the said Earle and Florence. His lands he obtained, but no grant 
to his daughter, because no surrender of his was extant or formerlie made, 
yet neverthelesse Her Majestie agreed to pass him a grant of his lands, on 
the condition that his daughter would marry an Englishman, which the 
Earle adopted, and accordinglie made his surrender; which condition and 
surrender in Law is Void, because his daughter was formerlie married to 
Florence aforesaid; as alsoe that the said surrender was never duly per- 
fected. Moreover Donell Mac Cormac Leirie, Father to the said Earle, in 
his lifetime entayled all these lands to his onlie sonne the aforenamed 
Earle of Glanoar and his heirs; and for want of such issue in him, to the 
heirs of James Earle of Desmond by Ellen his daughter, wife to the said 
Desmond, and sister to the aforenamed Earle of Clancar, and the remainder 
to the right heirs of the aforesaid Ellen for ever, which [right heir] is Ellen 
daughter to the Earle her brother, and wife to Florence aforesaid, con- 
sidering that the said Earle of Clancar survived Sir James of Desmond 
her sonne, and Eleanore, wife to Edward Butler, her daughter, who both 
died witout issue. This Entayle made by Donell Mac Cormac Leirie 
was perfected, and diverse of the witnesses yet living that were at the per- 
fecting thereof, in the first and second yeare of Phillip and Mary, and 
now readie to be produced." 

The suit of Donal had been decided some time since in his fa- 
vour, and he had hurried back to his native country ; for he judged 
wisely that the bogs and wilds of Desmond were safer for him than 
too continuous proximity to Her Majesty's Tower of London. But 
the suit of Florence made tardier progress. Notwithstanding the 
favourable report sent home by the legal authorities in Munster, 
no satisfactory intelligence reached him from England. He had 
never yet visited the saloons of Cecyll but to his advantage ; and, 
although he had but recently left London, and his presence in Mun- 
ster was of the utmost importance to him, he yet determined to re- 
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turn thither ; for the state of Ireland now left the English ministers 
but a choice between him and some chieftain ljke Donal, perhaps 
Donal himself. There was a dark cloud over Ireland ! The day that 
Care we had foreseen, and foretold four years before, was at hand ;, 
and the English authorities were already counting in dismay their 
friends and their enemies, their soldiers, their warlike stores, and 
their money. The result appalled even the stout heart of Ormond 
himself, who wrote home that " at no time had England been so ill 
prepared for a great struggle as at that moment ;" and yet that a 
great struggle was at hand was apparent to all men. As usual, the 
rumours of coming Spaniards were revived, and universally credited. 
At this critical moment Florence waited upon the Vice-President of 
Munster, and requested his customary letters of recommendation to 
Cecyll : Sir Thomas, with his usual courtesy, bore willing testi- 
mony to his good and dutiful carriage towards Her Majesty. Flo- 
rence in this interview casually adverted to the uneasiness caused 
by the rumours of a Spanish invasion, and informed the Vice-Presi- 
dent confidentially that, when last in England, he had offered, upon 
emergency, to procure, by agents of his own, reliable information 
out of Spain of what might be destined against Ireland ; that Sir 
Robert Cecyll had gladly accepted of his offer, and that he now 
proposed sending a trustworthy person thither for that purpose. 
Norreys was sufficient of a statesman to manifest no surprise at such 
an arrangement ; but the matter had not been mentioned in the 
Minister's despatches to him, and he, with more than his usual pru- 
dence, reported this interview to his Government 

" 1598. May 30. Sib Thomas Noreets to Sir Robert Cecyll. 
"K T . Hon ble , 

" This gentleman Mr. Florence Mac Cartye being (as he sayeth) di- 
rected from Her Majestie to learn such Spanish intelligences as from 
tyme to tyme he could, hath by the examinacion of some latelie come 
thence, understood that there are now remayning in great credit and esti- 
macion two of his kinsmen, who are such as being accordingly dealt with 
may doe Her Majestie verie acceptable service, and now he, intending pre- 
sentlie to send unto them a frend of his owne, and a verye trustie messenger, 
with his effectual letters to persuade them thereunto, hath entreated me 
to advertize your Honor hereof, and withal to recommend his poore and 
weake estate altogether decayed, to your Honors good regard, whereunto 
humblie- submitting himself, and doubting not but your Honor in your 
wonted favour towards him, and for the better encouraging him to con- 
tinue his good affection to Her Majesties service, will be a mean for the 
repairing thereof in such sort, as your Honor shall think meete. Whom 
now leaving to your gracious consideracion I doe rest, readie at your Ho- 
nors commandment. 

•' Tho 3 . Norreys. 
" May 30, 1598." 
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No mischief came of this suspicion of Sir Thomas Norreys ; 
indeed, no official notice appears to have been taken of it. It is 
certainly.surprising that Florence, with the full knowledge of the 
charge so frequently made against him of his Spanish tendencies, 
should thus ingenuously inform the Minister of his having two near 
relations in great repute at the Spanish Court ; but, like the matter 
of the bonds, and the common purse to enable him to do great 
things in Munster, it was a formidable accusation on the lips of 
Barry, Browne, and the Lord Chief Justice, but a harmless, nay a 
prepossessing admission, when made thus incidentally by Florence 
himself. 

Florence took his departure, not directly to England, but in 
the first instance to Dublin, that he might procure additional let- 
ters from Ormond, then Lord General of Her Majesty's forces in 
Ireland. His application was made at a moment when the presence 
of every man on whom the authorities thought they could place re- 
liance was a matter of urgent importance, and Ormond consented 
to his departure with evident reluctance ; the brief letter which the 
impatient old man wrote to Sir Robert Cecyll is characteristic : — 

"1598. June 12. Ormond to Cecyll. 

" This bearer Florence M c Carthy is now to make repair into England 
about some suit of his own, which in regard to this dangerous time, he 
may be hardly spared from hence, I am heartily to pray you to favour 
him in his lawful suits, and that he may be despatched from thence; 
whom I leave to your favourable regard, and so I commit you to Gods 
most blessed guiding. 

"From Dublin this 18th June 1598. 

•' Your fast assured Friend, 

" Tho 8 . Ormond & Oss." 

It would be desirable to avoid, if possible, further reference to 
the political condition of Ireland until the matter of the inheritance 
to the Earl's estates were conducted to its close ; one or two more 
letters of Florence will suffice for this purpose ; but in those letters 
are allusions which necessitate some mention of the state of Mun- 
ster. Donal, so recently graced by Her Majesty's permission to 
inherit the estate left to him by the will of his father — whose ener- 
gies hitherto had found but insufficient scope in the obscure adven- 
tures of an outlaw, whose celebrity was yet but in its dawn — had 
waited for no authority from Queen or Council, but immediately 
on his return from England, had put himself into communication 
with O'Neill and the Geraldines, had taken into his pay 500* 
bonaghts, or hired soldiers, and, to the amazement of Munster, 
had proclaimed himself, under favour of O'Neill, Mac Carthy Mor! 
From the merely incidental notice of this occurrence, in a despatch 
to the Privy Council, it would appear that the Vice President of 
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Munster attached no great importance to the assumption, nor saw 
in it anything that greatly concerned the Queen's Government. 
Had there been no authority but his to oppose to the ambition of 
Donal, it is probable that all the Clan Carthy must have submitted 
to him, for O'Neill was looked upon as little less than King of 
Ireland at the time ; he had called into being a new Earl of Des- 
mond, who had been immediately accepted by all the Fitz Geralds, 
and he now secured to Donal the support of every man who was in 
action, and of every bonaght who was under arms ; for these hired 
soldiers, although in the pay of a multitude of minor chieftains, all 
acknowledged a supremacy in O'Neill ; but there was something 
between Donal and the great prize, which not even O'Neill could 
remove. 

Endorsed — " Sir Thomas Norreys to the Privy Council, by the hands 

of Spencer. 

" In Desmond Donall M c Carthy, base sonne to the Earle of Clancar, 
opposeth himself against Darby M c Owen M° Carthy for the Earldom; 
but they agree both to be Traytors to Her Ma tie . O'Sullivan Mor doeth 
as yet refuse to give the Eod (according to ancient custom) to either of 
them." 

This despatch removed an illusion under which the Queen and 
her Chief Secretary had been conducting their policy with regard to 
the Irish Septs in Munster, and which had influenced them hitherto 
in their treatment of Florence. They had too hastily concluded 
that the Earl's surrender of his country and rights of chiefry 
would have put an end for ever to all sept titles, sept election, and 
in short to Tanist law amongst his followers. The only hesitation 
in the Royal mind, since the death of the Earl, had been whether 
his lands should be " undertaken," and his title left extinct, or 
lands and Earldom bestowed upon Florence. Whilst the Queen 
hesitated, Donal decided ! and his decision quickened that of Her 
Majesty. The Earldom not even Donal cared for, or he would 
assuredly have assumed it as readily as he did the chieftainship ; 
but he had no wish to meddle with Her Majesty's titles of honour ; 
he remembered that "in the first degree bastardy is no bar to 
succession amongst the Irish," and he saw no invasion of Royal 
rights, in his assuming the title borne by his ancestors for^centuries. 
Donal, therefore, proclaimed himself chieftain of South Munster ; 
and during the short period that he bore the time-honoured title 
of Mac Carthy Mor he proved that, in valour at least, no member 
of his race since the days of King Dermod — not Finin of Ringroan, 
nor Donal-Mor-ne Currah himself— had surpassed him ! Fortune, 
too, which had so long preserved him from Browne's pursuit, and 
the perils of the Queen's horsemen, had in reserve for him a triumph 
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such as had been rarely accorded to any mere Irishman since the 
days of Henry the Second. Donal had the honour of meeting in fair 
fight the Queen's " Lo : L'. Gen 1 ." the gallant Essex, and the exqui- 
site enjoyment of chasing that illustrious functionary before him, 
not only out of his own domains, but far on his way to the confines 
of Munster ! Donal Mac Carthy has not received from the writers 
of his country that eulogy which his warlike exploits deserved .Much 
obscurity hangs over the expedition of Essex into Munster — all but 
absolute darkness over his expedition out of it ; English writers 
are wholly silent with regard to it, and our native historians have 
allowed its incidents to lose their distinctness ; but tradition has 
connected the name of Donal with a name destined not to perish 
but with the history of his native country. An achievement of 
which Donal has a large share of the glory, has fixed upon the spot 
of its performance the name of " Barnaglitty, or the Gap of Fea- 
thers" — the Gap, or pass, strewed with the plumes of that fugitive 
English chivalry, " the most numerous and the choicest that had 
ever accompanied a Deputy into Ireland." Florence saw, and 
cannot have failed to admire, the audacity with which, in defiance 
of all authority, his base brother-in-law assumed a title beyond all 
others coveted by himself, " prae quo, vel Cajsaris titulus in Hi- 
bernia sordet," and hateful to the Queen ; the following petitions 
show how adroitly he could turn the circumstance to his advan- 
tage : — 

"1597. Feby.\2. Flo. to [Cecyll]. 

" May it please Your Honour to understand your suppliant Florence 
McCarthy's humble suit unto Her Ma tie is for the demaine lands of his 
father in law the Earle of Clancarthy, and specially for two parcells 
thereof, thone morgadged by his sayd Father in law about 12 or 13 yeres 
past to his daughter, your suppliant's wife, for her mariadge goods, as 
appeares by the presentments of the office, signed and sent over hither by 
Sir Thomas Norreys, and the Queenes Attorney of Mounster, w ch Your 
Honour hath, and by the sayd Earles deade of mortgadge, ready to be 
shewed, w 011 parcell of land called Castell logh, the Palice, and Balcarbry, 
doth containe 14 or 15 quarters of lands ; the other parcell, called both 
the Coishmainges, and Onaght, doth containe 31 quarters of lands, and 
was also morgadged by his sayd father in law to Sir Valentine Browne, and 
his son Nicolas Browne jointly, for five hundred and three score pounds : 
there is also another parcell of the sayd Earles, holden by Nicolas Browne, 
called Clan Donelle-Boe, w 1 * containeth 7 or 8 quarters of land. Your 
suppliants humble suit unto Her Ma tie is, that he may obtaine those 
demain lands, onely to hold of Her Ma"", to him and his heires males, 
together wth such prouision as was due to the sayd Earle of certen Septs 
of people of his folowers, w ch in that contrey and lands being but a certen 
quantitie of otthen meale, barell butter, porck, and beafe, which he had 
yerely of certen Scepts of his folowers for his provision, And your sup- 

3 k 
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licant will not onely yeld Her Ma tle a reasonable reservacon out of the 
lands, and remitt unto Her Highnes all such rents, chiefries, duties, 
preacons, and comaunds, as was, and is, still due to that House, of the 
Lords of Muskry, Dowalla, Clan M" Donell, and all other lords of that 
House, but will allso venter his life, and all his people, frends and fol- 
lowers, to recover the same of his enemies, who have now entered therunto 
wth intent to defeate him thereof, and are becom tray tors to Her Ma' ie ; 
and will also, whensoever he doth recover those lands, submitt himself to 
Her Ma tle * pleasure for the payment of the sayd Brownes Morgadge, 
wherin not doubting of Yoj. hono/s furtherance, wherof he doth holde 
himself moste assured, he will allwayes pray for yo J. honoj, and rest e3 
readie to do yoj honoj any service that lies in him." 

" 1597. Feb". 12. Florence's Petition to recover the mortgaged lands of 
his late Father in law. 

" My humble suit unto Her most sacred and Excellent Ma tye is, for 
that parcell morgadged by my father in law to Browne, and a small pece 
of land w cl1 he also made 08 unto my wife for her preferrment, together 
wth som litle prouision of meale, butter, and flessh, w ch is due of certen 
Septs of his folowers wthin that contrey, for the maintenance of his 
House ; w ch land I will holde of Her Ma ae , and not only yelde Her 
Highnes a reasonable reservacon, but also procure Browne sufficient 
securities, or mortgadge unto him a sufficient quantitie of land for his 
money, although he got about £2000 thereby already, these 10 yeres past, 
wherby Browne shalbe satisfied of more then his due, and Her Ma Ue shall 
haue, in certentie, not onely all the comaunds, creacons, rents, duties 
and cheferies, due unto that House, of other Lords and contreyes, 
w ch was ever the chefest parte of thErls greatnes, and liuinge, but 
also a reasonable reservacon out of so much demaines as aforsayd, w ch 
in that wilde craggy, barren, and unprofitable contrey, is the beste thing 
that may benefit myself, or enhable me to do Her Ma ,,e servise, consi- 
dering the p'ent state of that countrey, and all the people thereof, who 
have joined wth the Earle of Desmond, and the rest of his adherents, and 
haue geven the bastard that was here, a kind of supereoritie over them, 
maintaining 500 of Tireowens souldiers for him, wherunto they were 
moved only because Browne (when my father in law mortgaged it unto 
him) thrust them out of those lands, w** they and their ancestors e3 
held of my father in law, and his ancestors, in w ch action they will 
allwayes persist to the last man, and not onely kepe themselfes salfe, but 
also bak and maintaine all the rebells of Mounster with that strong 
countrey, yf I be not able to assure them, by Her Ma ts speciall grant, 
that they shall holde those lands of me, as formerly they held them of my 
father in law ; for they are but folowers, whose living is to hoolde, and 
inhabit their Lords lands, as their manner is in all Ireland ; of w ch land 
yf I be able to assure them, I do not doubt (w th some litle meanes) to 
reduce that contrey very shortly into good quietnes, and conformitie ; 
and w ,h that contrey and people (w ch stands at the bak of all the rebells 
of Monster so comodiously to annoy them) to do Her Ma"" that service 
that a thousand men in pay cannot do ; and that (in reducing Monster 
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to obedience) will salue Her Highnes above three score thousand pounds ; 
for the performance of w* service I will ever rest readie to venter, and 
spend myn owne life, and the lifes of all such as will folow me." 

This petition is dated in February : in July his suit had made 
no further progress. This petitioning for the lands of his father-in- 
law was becoming as importunate and tedious as the pleading for 
the Fyne. Had it chanced that Sir Robert Cecyll had lost all 
remembrance of Florence's proposal to send agents of his own into 
Spain to procure intelligence for Her Majesty, the suit would have 
come at this time to a sudden extinction ; for there came a despatch 
from Norreys, which reported some suspicious want of accord be- 
tween the assertions of Florence and of his agent, and needed some 
explanation, which the Minister would do well to obtain before 
Florence's great suit should be despatched. 

B£T. — The documents illustrative of this Life of Florence 
Mac Carthy have so greatly accumulated under the hands of the 
Author during its progress, and more especially in the political por- 
tion of it, at which the narrative has now arrived, that he is forced 
with regret to admit the hopelessness of the effort, so long con- 
tinued, to conduct the work to its completion, within the limited 
space that could be allotted to it in the pages of this Journal. 
Its Author undertook this biography at the urgent solicitation of 
the late learned Dr. O'Donovan ; and he has been encouraged during 
its progress by the lamented Mr. J. Windele, and Mr. Herbert F. 
Hore, as well as others of our scholars yet spared to us. "An account 
of Florence Mac Carthy, and the history of the ancient families of 
the South of Ireland," had long ago been declared, by one of the 
most eminent of our scholars, as wanting to our Irish literature ; 
and it was with feelings essentially national that this present work, 
less comprehensive than that desired by the late Charles O'Conor, 
was undertaken and continued : hence it was gratifying to its com- 
piler that it should appear in this periodical, which is the glory of 
the South of Ireland in our day ; and the impossibility of completing 
it in his lifetime, within the space that could be spared to him, alone 
obliges him at last to secure — whilst he is permitted — the fruit of 
his past labour, by publishing it as a whole in book form, and this he 
purposes to do with little further delay. 



